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Hello Dalton Descendants,
At a high level meeting (some 4,600 ft above sea level), your DNA project administrators 
recently met to plan how best we can serve you.  Forthcoming will be a monthly newsletter, 
as promised earlier.  Thanks for waiting while Jim Klumpp worked steadily to get the FTDNA 
Dalton America website updated and while Melanie slowly put together the plans for the 
newsletter.

At the end of this issue, our names and email addresses are listed.  If you have questions 
about your DNA tests or need information, please contact one of us. 

We thank you for your participation in the exciting adventure of genetics in genealogy. 

_____________________________
I  Our FTDNA Website is Expanding
_____________________________

What’s New:   Three new pages in two places.

Go to the navigation bar below “About Us,” select “Background” and at the bottom of the 
Background page, follow these links:

  1. Origins of the Daltons, the Focus of our Project
   2. History of Our Family Project
   3. How can I Contribute?

Second expansion is also below “About Us,”  Select “Results” to check on:
   1. Reading the Dalton America Y-DNA Charts
   2. Relationship Among Daltons of the Virginia Piedmont
   3. Ancestors of the Piedmont Daltons

_____________________________
II  Y-DNA  -  Haplogroups
_____________________________

Haplogroups are branches on the world’s Human Genetic Tree.  They are currently sorted into 
letter designations from A to T.  You can see the tree here:  www.isogg.org/tree/index.html

Have you noticed that the  haplogroup names have changed?  The increasing number of 
participants having their Y-DNA tested made the old letter-plus-number system awkward and 
rather obsolete, and so it has been replaced with a shorter version.  The greatest number 
of men tested at FTDNA have Northern European roots.  That haplogroup began as R1b1a, plus 
its later digit additions. It is now M269+, L23, L151, U106, and L277.  New branches are 
constantly being added to the Tree.  
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Next month:  SNPs and STRs and haplogroups.

Question:  what genetic test is similar to the Y-DNA test?  Send your answers or guesses.

_____________________________
III  mtDNA  -  Mitochondrial
_____________________________

If you take a circle and mark its beginning and ending at the same point, you have the 
start of a mitochondrial gene.  It is comprised of 16,569 molecular pairs. [1].  

Counterclockwise from the point, not far along the arc, is the hypervariable control region 
known as HVR1, and going clockwise from the point is hypervariable control region HVR2.  
Changes or mutations (hyper-variables) in these two regions happen fairly quickly in the 
scheme of generations.

Next month:  Why take the mitochrondrial test?

Footnote:
1.  Blaine Bettinger, The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy, mobile 
version, 781.

_____________________________
IV Family Finder
_____________________________

Yet to do

_____________________________

See you soon, April is just around the corner.

Melanie, mdcrain@mac.com

Jim, jklumpp@umd.edu  [OK to use this email address for you?
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